
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
July 23rd, 2021 12:30 PM- 2:30 PM 

GoToWebinar 
Members in Attendance: Chair Haley Case Scott, Tao Orion, Sarah Altemus Pope, Dave Eisler, Rob Zako, 
Commissioner Joe Berney, Maya Buchanan 

Members not in Attendance: Vice-Chair Amanda Astor, Stefan Aumuck, Dr. M Jackson, Eloise Parish-
Mueller 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Bethany Hays-Alsin, Dan Hurley 

Action Items 
• Approve June Minutes  
• Approve Special Meeting Minutes  
• Approve May Minutes  
• Approve April Minutes  

Action: Sarah Altemus Pope moved to approve the past minutes. Tao Orion seconded. Vote: All in favor.   

Public Comment  
Debra McGee: It is a climate emergency and bold action is needed. There is a concern that Lane County 
does not have control over what the committee has been talking about. In the Climate Action survey, 5% 
of respondents did not want us to take any action. Debra is also concerned that we are gathering 
respondents that do not live here and is concerned about respondents who don’t want any action. She 
hopes Lane County will take bold actions against climate change.  

Michael Allen: He is from Florence, OR and is a representative of the Parks Advisory committee in 
Florence. He wants the Parks Advisory committee to share input with the CAC. He is also active with 
Florence Climate Emergency Campaign and the Climate Elders organization. He has worked on a petition 
to recognize the climate emergency and to start a climate action plan in his community. Michael is 
meeting resistance from local officials and is wondering about how the County can convene with the 
cities to come to the table to discuss climate action.  

Linda Kelley: She is thinking about transportation issues in climate action planning and wants to 
advocate to Congressman Peter DeFazio about a tax subsidy for pickup truck owners to switch to electric 
pickup trucks. A lot of people need pickup trucks for work so that could be a focus.  

CAC Member Response  
Rob Zako agreed that transportation issues are key and suggested that getting republican officials to get 
on board with this idea could be a good strategy since Congressman DeFazio is probably already 
supportive of these green energy initiatives.  
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Sarah Altemus Pope suggested strategies for outreach to officials and community-up grassroots 
organizing.  

Commissioner Joe Berney brought up that Lane County staff used to not be able to say the words 
“climate change” so political engagement might need some strategizing. He also asked about the data 
analysis for the climate action survey, and he wanted to know if out-of-county respondents could be 
taken out of the data. Mark Nystrom confirmed that indeed that can be done. Commissioner Berney 
also agrees that federal incentives are a great strategy and suggests that the CAC can make suggestions 
like this to the Lane County Board of Commissioners.  

Climate Resilience and Equity Task Force Update  
Haley Case-Scott – The Task Force held a workshop with several government employees, teachers and 
other professionals. They created a list of climate risks and vulnerabilities, and this will be brought to the 
taskforce members to look for gaps. They are planning on will holding community engagement events. 
Haley Case-Scott also has a new intern who is helping with the data analysis of the past surveys.  

Climate Goals Action 
Haley Case-Scott reviewed the document, “Goals 101 Draft Document Final Draft” with the CAC. This 
document outlines a framework the County to develop specific climate action goals. The climate action 
goals of other communities was considered and discussed in the document to inform what Lane County 
should aspire to.  

Mark Nystrom presented feedback that the language around the main CAC Recommended Goal should 
be modified slightly to state that the goal should be a 4.8% reduction in GHG emissions until 2040 when 
the county would be carbon neutral. The modification was made.  

Dave Eisler suggested adding a footnote about how other efforts to reduce GHG emissions may be less 
visible or measurable but are also important in fighting climate change. He notes that climate action is 
very complex and multifaceted.  

Commissioner Berney suggested that the carbon neutral goal of 2040 is more important that the annual 
reduction in GHG since that can be more variable that 4.8% each year and he suggests that more status 
updates are necessary than just every 4 years.  

Maya Buchanan responded and suggested using an “average of 4.8% each year” to reflect the nuances 
in annual GHG emissions since it may vary slightly. Maya agreed that more status updates would be 
helpful – perhaps every 2 years.  

Rob Zako echoed that 4-year status updates are too far apart.  

Haley Case Scott circled back to Dave Eisler’s point about how GHG emission reductions are not the only 
part of climate change. A modification was made in the document to reflect Dave Eisler’s point about 
nuance. 

Maya Buchanan brought up the idea that this document will educate the public and the specific goal of 
GHG emission reduction is helpful to focus on.  

Mark Nystrom explained that more frequent status updates will require more staffing from the County 
and the CAC will need to advocate to the Board of County Commissioners to get resources to do that.  

Rob Zako agreed that the CAC should advocate for additional staffing from the County. 



 
Commissioner Berney stated that more frequent updates are needed, ideally an annual update, 
especially since we are experiencing an unprecedented climate emergency.  

The CAC agreed that an annual status update to the public would be ideal so that modification to the 
document was made.  

The final language agreed upon is stated here: 

The county should achieve an average 4.8% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions every year until 2040 
which would result in carbon-neutrality.  

• The stated target is based on scope 1 and 2 emissions reduction of 199,000 MT CO2E per year.  

• The CAC recommends that County staff provide the Board of Commissioners and the public an 
annual update on the Climate Action plan actions beginning in 2023. 

• If an action, goal, or target identified in the Climate Action Plan or by the CAC is identified as not 
being met during the annual status update, the CAC will refine, prioritize, and formulize stronger 
goals and actions to reduce GHG emissions from county operations and in the community as a 
whole.  

• The CAC acknowledges that there are other actions that will result in lower greenhouse gas 
emissions that are not captured in this document. 

 

Lane County Climate Action Plan & GHG Mitigation Plan Update  
Mark Nystrom gave a presentation, “The Community Climate Action Plan Progress Report” which details 
the timeline of community engagement work, public meetings, and the GHG inventory analysis. Next he 
discussed the next steps that he is taking to work consultants and community-based organizations. The 
plan will be presented to the Board of Commissioners by the end of the year.  

Dave Eisler pointed out the lack of forestry issues in the progress report and plans for next steps. 
Forestry is a huge industry in rural Lane County communities. 

Commissioner Berney asked if the public engagement was mostly open ended or if they provide 
information and data to the public before asking for opinions. Mark Nystrom explained that they do 
provide information and best practices to the public before gathering ideas. 

Tao Orion suggested creating a subcommittee to discuss forestry issues further in depth. 

Sarah Altemus Pope agreed and brought up how the County does not usually have direct oversight over 
the forestry industry, but the County can make recommendations to other organizations. 

Maya Buchanan brought up that the Oregon Global Warming commission has a meeting coming up and 
there is an extended open comment time, and these comments will go to the governor.  

Dave Eisler asked about the format of articles that are shared and asked if articles could be shared over 
e-mail rather than google drive for subcommittee discussion.  



 
Transportation Recommendations Roundtable and Action  
Haley Case-Scott shared the Transportation Recommendations document, “Lane County Climate 
Advisory Committee Transportation Recommendations” with the CAC. This document has been refined 
and worked on by the Transportation Subcommittee.  

Rob Zako supported advancing this document forward. 

Sarah Altemus Pope likes the updates to this document and the phrasing of “support and promote.” 

Commissioner Berney said that the language could be modified to be more action-oriented rather than 
future-oriented in the recommendation categories and suggests that the language says that the County 
acts in accordance with these actions. The CAC could run these goals past other organizations to get 
feedback.  

CAC Member Updates & Announcements  
• Dave Eisler has some forestry conversations coming up and has had forestry tours through 

Beyond Toxics and would like to offer the opportunity to CAC and Board members to 
participate. It’s a crash course in forest ecology. The forest is always cool, and the hike takes 
about 2 hours and it’s a great opportunity to learn about forestry issues. 

• Tao Orion shared that there are some climate-related events are taking place soon in Cottage 
Grove. 

• Sarah Altemus Pope shared that the Oregon Forest Collaborative is having some events soon as 
well as a field trip.  

• Dan Hurley shared that he went on one of Dave’s tours before the pandemic and it was eye-
opening and extremely educational. 

Next Steps 
• There will not be enough members available for the August meeting as indicated by the Doodle 

Poll that was sent out to members. The August meeting is canceled, and the CAC will meet in 
September.  
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